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Welcome to.. 
 
 

      “ Effective Digital Photography , For Beginners ” 
 
This ‘no-nonsense’ guide has been carefully written to help 
amateur photographers begin exploring the world of digital 
photography. Unlike many e-books, ‘Effective Digital 
Photography, For Beginners’ is clear, concise & packed full of 
essential and useful knowledge for the digital photography 
beginner! We promise not to use ‘filler’ to bulk out our guides! 
 
Written in a simple, clear manner and avoiding complicated 
terms and phrases, you’ll find it easy to take the lessons from 
this e-book & effectively apply them to your photography the 
next time you go hunting for the perfect snap! 
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     What’s  inside  this e-guide.. �
�
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���������������Buying a Digital  Camera.. �

Almost everyone agrees that digital cameras offer plenty of 
advantages over film cameras, and consumers are voting 
with their wallets as they continue to buy digital cameras in 
record numbers. Some of the advantages of digital cameras 
over their film counterparts is the ability to immediately see 
the images you have taken instead of waiting to have film 
developed first, and also being able to transfer your image 
files to your computer where you can edit, print and store 
them as you see fit.  
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 Well, first of all decide how you plan on using the prints that you will make. 
Will they mostly be 4 X 6 snapshots, or do you plan on making enlargements 
on up to 11 X 14 or so? This will determine how much resolution that you 
need to buy when you get your digital camera. For snapshots, a 4 -6 mega-
pixel camera should do the job just fine, but if you want to make larger prints 
you may want to look for a 6 - 8 mega-pixel camera instead. And if you plan 
on doing lots of photo editing that can involve zooming in and cropping a 
small portion of the image, you may want a 10+ mega-pixel camera for that 
kind of heavy duty work!  
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Most fixed lens digital cameras come with a zoom feature, but 
you should know that there are two different types of zooms 
that are used. One is an optical zoom that relies on the lens 
for it's magnification, and the other is the digital zoom that 
enlarges the image already captured by digital means instead. 
The optical zoom is far more preferable than the digital zoom 
as it will produce sharp and clear zoom shots throughout its 
entire focal range. The digital zoom is only magnifying the 

resulting image and so it can produce less sharp, grainy pictures instead 
when used at the higher end of the focal range. So for a camera that has as 
much of the zoom range that you want being handled by the optical rather 
than digital zoom.  
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If having the best image quality is important to you then you want to look for 
digital cameras that save their files in TIFF, GIF and RAW formats as these 
do not sacrifice any image quality when compressing the image file for 
storage.  

When deciding what digital camera to buy, much of your decision will revolve 
around how you plan to use the camera and the resultant image files, and 
what features are most important to you and the way you shoot your photos. 
The tips given above should help you though to be more informed about how 
to select the digital camera that fits your photo style best.  
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       Memory Cards  explained.. 
�

The nature of Digital Photography means that 
digital cameras have to store images differently to 
traditional cameras, due to the physical absence of 
film. Digital cameras store their images on storage 
devices known as Digital Memory Cards. The best 
advantage of using a Memory Card is that they are 
completely reusable, time and time again. You 
simply transfer the images to your computer, then 
erase them from the card!  

 
The card is then popped back into your camera and off you go! However, 
there are several types of Digital Memory Cards around, and your camera 
may even be compatible with more than one type. So, what exactly are you 
looking for? �

�
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Many good digital cameras are compatible with more than one type of 
memory card. Unfortunately the particular one that you will often find bundled 
in with your new digital camera will more than likely be a very low capacity 
card, around 32Mb, perhaps even as low as 16Mb! So it won’t be much use 
to you except as a backup. Do remember that your camera will have an in-
built memory, but please don’t think this a substitute for a memory card, apart 
from only holding very few high quality images, it’s very likely you will lose 
your images if the internal memory becomes damaged or corrupt. You won’t 
have the option to transfer your images elsewhere, as you would have if you 
were using a card digital memory card.  
 
 
The SD Memory Card has proven a very popular in recent 
years, perhaps due to their small size and acceptable 
capacity. SD Cards hold between 32Mb and 4Gb! That’s 
right, 4Gb! However, the price difference is certainly 
noticeable.  
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The XD Memory Card is slightly newer than 
the SD Card, however, for all intents and 
purposes they are very similar in design and 
function.  Many Digital Cameras from the Fuji 
and Olympus brand manufacturers favor this 
type of card, although the price can 
sometimes be a little higher. You will find the 
XD digital memory cards generally with a 1Gb 
capacity, but available up to 2Gb.  

 
However, to be honest, unless you're a professional Photographer taking 
hundreds of shots per session, you won't need anything bigger, you simply 
wouldn't fill it up!  
 
 
A Compact Flash Card is an alternative 
method to store your images. At around an 
inch in size, CF Cards are used more and 
more. Because they are sold in a solid form, 
meaning no moving parts, they are robust and 
reliable. CF cards also come in substantially 
greater capacities than the previous two types 
and are available even up to 8Gb!!  
 
Some manufacturers produce not only differing capacities but also differing 
speed cards. This allows for images to be recorded quicker which allows the 
photographer a faster follow on shot. If you’re serious about digital 
photography, or need storage in a professional sense, a CF card is your best 
option.  
 
 

 
Smart Media cards have been in the Digital 
Photography market for a long time, they are reliable, 
reasonably priced and come as standard. However, of 
late, Smart-Media is quickly becoming sidelined for 
newer more advanced options of image storage such as 
the Compact Flash cards discussed above. You may 
find that your Digital Camera isn’t compatible with 
Smart-Media Cards anyhow. Always check your manual 
for compatibility before parting with your cash!  
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Last but not least we have the Memory Stick 
Originally used primarily in Sony cameras, you may 
recognize Memory sticks from other devices such as 
your mobile phone or personal computers. Again, 
Memory Sticks are available in several capacities 
and are also available from different manufacturers 
but most that you’ll find will be Sony.  
 
As far as Digital Photographers are concerned, 
Memory sticks are legitimate options for storing images, however these types 
of Digital Memory Cards are slightly more prone to becoming damaged due to 
digital Memory Sticks being physically more frail than the Compact Flash 
counterpart which has a more solid plastic body, resistant to damage.  
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Now you know what card is needed for your camera, you need to decide on 
what size or ‘capacity’ you require. It’s difficult to answer in general terms as it 
depends on the Photographer, the camera you are using and for what 
purpose your photography serves. Let me explain..  

Each and every digital image is made up of pixels, these together will 
eventually add up to a Mega-pixel. These larger files are measured in Mb 
(Megabytes), so the more Mega-pixels your camera has, the more 
Megabytes you'll need to use to store it. To make sure your camera uses the 
Megabytes in its memory effectively it uses a process called 'compression'. 
You may have heard this term before. It is a shrinking process that ensures 
the digital memory card you are using can store as much data as possible. 
On some cameras this compression rate can be set manually, but beware 
that although higher compression rates mean you can fit more on, it also 
degrades the picture quality too. Find a happy balance, or better still, let the 
camera automatically set the rate. 
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You will notice that higher Mega-pixel cameras produce better image quality, 
but use more space on memory cards per shot. Therefore think carefully 
about how many images you would like to store at any one time, then check 
your cameras Mega-pixel rating. For example a 128Mb memory card would 
hold around 142 or so high quality images from a 2 Mega-pixel camera, but 
only around 40 from a 6 Mega-pixel camera. We would recommend 
purchasing a 512 Mb card, which would mean you won't ever find yourself 
missing a shot while fumbling to delete images to free up storage space!  

 
 

     �
�����=���	�
����������
��2 ��
�

All in all Digital Memory Cards are pretty robust and sturdy, a slight knock 
isn't likely to set a dent in your wallet. That said, it is important to follow a few 
simple pointers to keep your cards in top condition.  
 

 

1. When not in your Digital Camera, keep the 
cards in their original plastic case for 
protection. Alternatively it is possible to but 
holders that can keep several cards safe at 
once. �

2. Try to keep the cards dust and dirt free   
when not in your camera, you can wipe 
them lightly with a soft cloth should the 
worse happen. 

3. Try to get into the habit of transferring your images to your PC when you 
get the chance, this way if your Digital Memory card is damaged you won't 
lose all those hours you've put in. 
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Choosing your Camera Tripod .. 

 

Using a good quality Tripod is a real 
necessity if you’re serious about improving 
your digital photography, and that’s a fact! 
Although they can be bulky, awkward and a 
pain to carry around! However, if you want 
to get crystal clear shots and avoid the risk 
of camera shake, it's time to start the hunt 
for a good Tripod.  

There’s a huge variety currently available 
from many manufacturers! So much so that 
choosing a Tripod can seem a daunting 
task. Yet with a few handy pointers, you’ll 
see that finding the perfect Tripod to suit you is easy!   

A decent Tripod is a fantastic advantage if you’re the type of 
photographer interested in shooting nature shots, portraiture or macro-
photography, where you'll want your pictures to be as clear as possible. 
However, Tripods can be great assets to have in your photographical armory 
regardless of your interest! They’re also great for long exposure, slow shutter 
speeds or low light conditions where camera shake is a possibility. 

�

4���"
���"�
�����
����8�9������
�#�����2��

Firstly take a moment to examine what type of ‘head’ it has. The ‘head’ is the 
top piece of the Tripod that attaches your camera to the legs of the Tripod. 
Without a correctly fitting head, the Tripod legs would be useless to you! Be 
aware that a few number of Tripods are sold without heads, so be sure to 
check this out before handing over your hard earned cash!  
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Some Tripods come with heads that are interchangeable or removable. This 
will allow you to buy alternative heads and change between them as you 
please. Some also come with heads that are ‘fixed’ and are not removable. 
So obviously remember that if you purchase this type, you're stuck with it. 
However, Tripods with fixed heads aren’t very popular as it restricts the 
creativity of the photographer. 
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Tripod heads are available in 2 varieties. These are the 'pan and tilt' 
heads, & the 'ball and socket' heads. Both have their own advantages and 
disadvantages respectively.  

The 'pan and tilt' heads (see left) have movement up 
and down, left & right. This type doesn’t have same 
level of fluid movement as the 'ball and socket' type, 
and setting up vertical shots is a little more time 
consuming as your camera can only move on one axis 
at a time. They’re often a little cheaper than the ‘ball 
and socket’ variety.�

  

In contrast, the 'ball and socket' type (right) allows 
the photographer to move the camera in any 
direction at all. This is a great feature of a ball and 
socket type as it allows you to adjust your 
composition after fitting it to your Tripod. 

However, there are advantages of the ‘pan and tilt’ 
over the ball and socket. For example, if you 
needed to move your camera very slightly to the 
left or right, you may find the ‘ball and socket’ head 
difficult to make very small adjustments. 
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As mentioned earlier, there are several good quality brands who manufacture 
digital camera Tripods. Although you are free to choose whichever brand you 
like, Tripods from Manfrotto, Slik or Gitzo are favored by professional 
photographers worldwide. These brands guarantee sturdy construction and 
reliable functionality. However, brands such as the above do not produce 
budget Tripods. If your looking to find a cheaper alternative for your first 
Tripod, try Celestron or Canon for a well balanced compromise of quality and 
cost. As a beginner we’d recommend starting with a budget Tripod, just 
incase you have any mishaps and end up damaging your Tripod.    

Amazon have some great Tripods from respected manufacturers at great 
online prices! Click here to take a look.. 
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Choosing your Camera Bags .. 
����

Good Camera Bags are crucial to the amateur and 
professional photographers alike. You’ve just spent 
time deciding on which digital camera to buy, now 
all you need to do is to find a suitable bag to 
protect your camera and your equipment. 

Next to your Camera, a camera bag could well be 
the most important piece of kit you purchase. You 
certainly want to protect the camera you just spent 
your hard earned money on, and it also needs to be a safe and sturdy 
carrying case. It’s very important that your bag allows you to access your 
equipment easily and helps you organize your photographic equipment into 
compartments where possible.  

There are many different bags available, from 
Crumpler and Sony to Lowerpro and Domke, all in a 
variety of shapes, sizes, materials, and functions. 
Which bag is most suitable to you largely depends on 
the type and intensity of photography you undertake. 
For example a Landscape photographer will often find 
him or herself shooting in damp or wet environments, 
so a durable, waterproof bag is appropriate.  

 

A camera bag should make carrying your camera easier, not more of a 
hassle. So make sure that you find a bag that fits your camera well and 
preferably has wide, padded straps for comfort. If you are just starting out, 
you may only need a simple basic camera bag 
that will just hold just your camera.  

However, if you’re more experienced, or carry 
more kit than usual, such as lenses, filters etc, 
you will obviously need a larger bag capable of 
taking more weight. Ideally, you’re going to want 
one that can hold all of the accessories you use 
most. Normally a camera body, spare lens, 
cleaning cloth and memory card holder.  
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Remember though, if your camera bag is going to be used to carry more than 
just a camera, you definitely want dividers in it. These make it easier to keep 
your accessories separate.  

 
 

A very important factor often overlooked when 
choosing a camera bag is the ‘Zip’ fastener. Look 
for Bags with big tooth zips. These type are less 
likely to jam or stick if they get damp or dirty. Some 
of which are available with rain closures which 
protect the zipper from rain. There are also double 
closure zips which open and fasten from both ends, 
great for shooting pictures on the move. Although 

the color isn’t crucial, it is worth thinking about subtle colors, these will 
undoubtedly draw less attention from potential thieves and also mid toned 
bags will not absorb heat as quickly as other colors in hot environments, 
which could cause possible problems with digital equipment.  

Quick Tip: Camera Bags with internal zip pockets are very handy for your car 
keys when you’re out shooting pictures in the great outdoors! 

If you’re interested in buying a camera bag soon, Click here to see some 
great deals from Amazon.com. 
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Understanding White Balance .. 

You may have seen pictures turn out with a yellow/orange effect, or a blue 
tint? This is because the light has a particular color temperature. A low colour 
temperature shifts light toward the ‘red’, and a high colour temperature shifts 
light toward ‘blue’. Different light sources emit light at different colour 
‘temperatures’, and therefore produce a colour cast. 

In film photography we would use filters, which would absorb the orange and 
blue light to correct the "imbalance" and produce a normal looking picture by 
effectively shifting the colour temperature of the light. However, in digital 
photography we can simply tell the image sensor to make a colour shift 
automatically. 

�
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To avoid tinted pictures we can set the WB (white balance) manually. To do 
this we tell the camera which object is white and therefore should come out 
white in the picture. The camera can then calculate the difference between 
the current colour temperature of the object and the correct colour 
temperature of a white object. This will allow the camera to shift all colours by 
that difference, which will balance the effect and eliminate any unwanted tint 
in the picture. Most digital cameras have the capability to manually set the 
white balance.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

From then on, any picture taken will have its colour temperature shifted 
appropriately, according to the manual setting. It's quite simple, try it out. 
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A simpler option for us to use is the ‘preset’ option. These are normally preset 
at Tungsten, Fluorescent, Cloudy, Sunny, etc. Using preset WB can improve 
on a picture, especially under indoor lighting conditions. Usually just selecting 
a Preset WB setting appropriate for the lighting situation is enough. However, 
with a little imagination, the preset options can also be used for creative 
effects. For example, setting the WB to cloudy will give outdoor shots a 
warmer feel.  
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A third and final option is to set your digital camera to the ‘Auto’ White 
balance. This allows your camera to make a judgment on its own settings 
depending on the conditions. This option is quite hit and miss, depending on 
the quality and brand of your camera, the ‘Auto White Balance’ feature may 
or may not prove useful! 
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Understanding Pixelisation .. 
�
Pixelization is defined as noticeable square pixels that can be seen in photos 
that are displayed on a computer screen or printed on paper. Without 
pixelisation, when you look at a photo you see continuous areas of different 
colors and intensities.  
 
Here is why it happens.. To understand pixelization you first need to 
understand how digital photos are created. Digital cameras use a special 
sensor (also known as CCD) in order to capture photos. This sensor is built 
from a large number of tiny light sensitive sensors each representing a pixel. 
The number of pixels in a sensor is also known as Mega-Pixel, In other words 
a camera that has 2 mega pixels uses a sensor that is built of 2 million tiny 
sensors.  
 
When you take a photo the shutter opens and light hits the sensor. At that 
time light hits each tiny sensor and each such sensor captures that light 
intensity and color. Put together all those sensors create pixels that comprise 
a photo. When you look at a photo, if the pixels are small enough your eye 
blends them together to create an illusion of continuous areas of colors and 
intensity. When this happens photos look crisp and have a 'high resolution'. If 
the pixels are not small enough your eye sees individual discrete pixels. 
When that happen the photo is referred to as 'pixelized' meaning that each 
pixel is too big and the eye can see it individually as opposed to blending all 
the pixels together into one continuous photo image.  

�

�
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The size of the pixel is determined by the size of the photo you are looking at 
(for example measured in inches: width X height) and the number of pixels in 
the photo. In other words the size of the pixels is determined by how many 
pixels are spread over what size of a photo.  
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Another measure that is commonly used to describe the size of pixels is 'PPI' 
(Pixels per Inch) PPI describes the number of pixels per inch in a photo. PPI 
is a function of the number of pixels the cameras sensor supports and the 
size of the photo. To calculate a photo's PPI simply multiply the page length 
by its width in inches. The result is the number of square inches on the page. 
Now divide the number of pixels the sensor supports by the number of square 
inches.  
 
 
The result is the number of pixels per square inch. All that is left to do is to 
find the square root of this number. PPI is easier number to use than the 
actual size of a pixel (which can be a very small number). PPI is a 
combination of the camera resolution (how many mega pixels it supports) and 
the size of the photo you are looking at (either printed or on a computer 
screen). Following is a table of PPI calculated for a 5 mega pixels camera 
and some common photo print paper sizes:  
 

• Page size 4X6 - 456 PPI 
• Page size 5X7 - 377 PPI 
• Page size 8X10 - 250 PPI 
• Page size 11X14 - 180 PPI 
• Page size 16X20 - 125 PPI 
• Page size 20X30 - 91 PPI 

�

�����������A���4�
���7��4�
������
�"2 �

This depends on a few factors and sometimes creating some pixelization is 
wanted as an artistic effect. The pixel size that creates pixelization also 
depends on the distance that you are looking at the photo from. Your eye 
might be able to notice pixels in a photo from close by but blend all the pixels 
together when looking at the exact same photo from farther away. This is very 
easy to notice when looking at very large advertisement billboards the printed 
photos look very good from tens of feet away but if you stand close to the 
billboard you can see that it is built from many quite big pixels. A general rule 
of thumb though is to always make sure your photos are at 150PPI or higher.  
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The choice, JPEG or RAW?  
Huh? Don’t worry, we’ll explain.. 

 
 

Most compact digital cameras capture image data, 
process the information instantly, and write it to the 
memory card as a JPEG file. Digital Camera 
manufacturers have been able to perfect in-camera 
processing, so data is transformed into a photo without 
any extra work needed by the photographer.  
 

JPEG image files are also compressed, so you can squash more of them 
onto a memory card. Many advanced digital cameras also let you save your 
image data in a RAW format, although you may need to switch to this option 
manually. Some models even allow you to save an image as both a RAW and 
JPEG! 
 
Unlike JPEGs, Raw images aren’t processed at all. You do that later on using 
your PC and additional software provided with your camera. This process is 
more like taking a negative into a darkroom and adjusting exposure until you 
get the perfect image. For example, finding the right white balance can be 
difficult at the moment of exposure, especially under fluorescent or mixed 
lighting. When you shoot in JPEG mode, you have to make a choice of 
camera settings, and if you’re wrong you’ll be stuck with the result until you 
can re-shoot the image, which is obviously frustrating!  However, using the 
RAW mode allows you to alter the image settings later on, post shot. Your 
digital camera records the raw data and lets you fill in the blanks when you 
have time to sit down and fiddle with the image to get your perfect result.  
 
However, using RAW does have a downside. For a start images are 
considerably larger than JPEGs. A high-quality JPEG from a 6-mega pixel 
digital camera can take up around 3 megabytes. When saved as RAW data, 
the same image may take up to and around 8MB, that’s a huge difference 
and I’m sure the problem with memory card capacity is obvious. Therefore it’s 
important to consider which mode is more appropriate for your purpose. For 
example a series of holiday shots will probably not need the level of control 
you get with RAW, as your in-camera processing will be more than adequate. 
Normally only professional, or extremely keen photographers needing total 
control over every aspect of image processing, will need to use RAW. 
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���������������� The Essential Pre-Shoot  Routine.. 
�
�

Here's our Digital SLR Pre-Shoot Checklist. Your Digital Camera is a highly 
sophisticated piece of equipment, capable of producing fantastic results, but 
it’s only a piece of kit, and will only do what its setup to do. So, here’s a pre-
shoot checklist to help you get the best out of your D-SLR. Try to get into the 
habit of running through this list before each shoot and you’ll avoid having 
great shots ruined by incorrect settings.. 

�

Is Your Battery Charged? � �
�

Digital SLR cameras are totally battery power dependant, so if you find your 
battery is low or worse still, dead, you’ll find yourself heading home earlier 

than expected! Try to get into the habit of charging your battery’s after each 
time you use your camera. This way they’ll be ready at a moments notice. It’s 
always a great idea to have a spare in your camera bag, so if you do, be sure 

this one’s also charged fully.�

�

=���
��	�
����������
�� �� �
�

Unless you’ve purchased a memory card with a huge capacity, it’s a good 
idea to format your card every time before going out to shoot pictures. 

Formatting basically wipes clean your card, removing all old images so you 
have as much storage space as possible. BUT make sure you have safely 
transferred or printed any images you want to keep BEFORE formatting or 

you’ll lose everything on the card!��

�
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The ISO speed plays a vital role in digital photography, it effectively allows 
you to take pictures of moving subjects, or take pictures in low light 

conditions, by altering the sensitivity of the cameras sensor. However it does 
have a down-side, the higher the ISO, the more ‘noise’ is visible on the final 
image. This is a grainy effect seen on the picture. So, it is best to use as low 
as ISO setting as possible, although higher ISO’s are needed to catch some 

photography types such as sports.��
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Digital SLR’s allow you to select different file types for saving your images. 

JPEG is the most popular setting and we suggest this file format for amateur 
and enthusiasts alike. Most digital cameras also give you a second setting 

option for the size of the image. This is normally small (S), medium (M), and 
large (L). This primarily affects the size at which the image can be printed at, 
whilst retaining its quality. Be aware that larger images take up more memory 

space on your card. �

�
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�
�'�� � �
�

There’s a huge issue surrounding white balance and its artistic effects, but for 
now just be sure to select a white balance that isn’t completely inappropriate 
for your subject. It’s a good idea (and often reliable) to let the camera select 

the white balance, using the Auto WB setting.  

I can’t stress enough how important it is, and how many frustrating moments 
will be avoided by having a pre-shoot routine, and sticking to it! 

�

 

����
����
����
����
����
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Great Digital  Landscape 
Photography..  

 

Since the introduction of the Camera in 1888 photographers have remained 
naturally drawn to photographing the landscapes around them, a trend still 
firmly rooted in the approach of today's amateur and professional 
photographer. 

Digital Landscape Photography is a broad and varied subject matter, with a 
huge spectrum of possible interest areas and approaches. You may have 
seen the work of Landscape Photographers solely interested in 
Photographing 'urban' scenes, images of city life, construction or degradation. 
Or those who enjoy an alternative approach, experimenting with color 
manipulation and unusual angled shots. However, in this guide we will 
discuss the mainstream and most common area of Landscape 
Photography… the natural world.  

 

Constant evolution of technology within 
the digital photography market has 
provided us with the opportunity to go 
further than ever before with our work. 
Combining new technology with advanced 

techniques and more 'know how' means that even the amateur is now 
capable of producing mind-blowing results. Whether captured on canvas, 
paper or in as a digital image, landscapes have always been a great artistic 
theme for photographers. We have and always will be inspired by our 
surroundings, its colors, shapes, contrasts and impacts. However, producing 
these results is not easy, even with the digital equipment readily available to 
us in today’s market. It takes technique and more importantly it takes 
imagination and flair.  

                      

                          Let’s talk about some of these techniques now..  
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Location Location.. 
A carefully chosen location is paramount to a good Landscape shot. Think 
about the purpose of your shot before hand. What is it you’re trying to 
achieve? Try to envisage your finished image. Is it for a particular purpose 
like hanging above your mantelpiece or are you trying to portray a scene such 
as a mountain range or moorlands. A great landscape trick is to imagine and 
assign an emotion to your picture before you take the shot. For example, if 
you were looking for a shot to hang in the bedroom, think of serenity, peace 
or calm. If you were looking for a shot for an exhibit, think anger or fury to 
bring out a striking impact. You'll be amazed how you’ll inadvertently change 
your composition while thinking of an emotion behind the picture! Try it out for 
yourself!  
 

The composition.. 
Keeping it simple and uncluttered is generally a good rule. By removing 
distractions from your photographs, you’ll help bring more prominence to your 
focus subject as the viewers eye will not drift as much. It is also important to 
include some form of foreground interest into the image, this may be your 
main subject or it could be part of the background that continues toward the 
camera. Landscape photographers often talk of the 'Rule of Thirds'. 
 
Using the 'Rule of Thirds' keeps the main focus subject 
off centre and away from the middle of the frame. As a 
result, a photo looks more dynamic, and ultimately 
more interesting to view. Firstly imagine your image is 
divided into nine equal parts. Placing your subject 
where any of the lines intersect will help in producing a 
well-balanced image. But do remember that your 
creativity beats any rule hands down! So don't be scared about experimenting 
with your composition and arrangement. Many masterpieces were discovered 
through experimentation!  
 

 

 



 

© 2006 www.Your-Digital-Photography.com - All Rights Reserved�

23 

Focal point.. 
This is highly related to the composition, simply 
ensure that your composition has a particular focal 
point, such as a lighthouse, a boat on the ocean 
etc. This just ensures the picture has a dimension 
and sense of scale. It also will help prevent the 
image from looking too bland. After all, we're 
aiming for impact!  
 
 
 
 

The time of day matters.. 
 

The quality and effect light has changes dramatically during 
the passing hours of the day. As the sun rises shadows are 
weaker and pastel colors more apparent. Atmospheric 
haze is also at its lowest. As the day progresses the light 
becomes more contrasting and harsh. Colors are fully 
saturated during the middle of the day. Shooting with the 
sun behind you or to one side will usually work best for 
maximum color impact. Light quality and intensity is a 
largely influential factor of digital landscape photography 
But remember rules are to be broken!  

 
Try placing the main focal images in front of the sun, causing light to break 
around the edges. The results can be astounding. As afternoon progresses 
the sunlight will create much warmer colors on your subjects or scene. 
Shooting into the sun as it moves towards the horizon can also create 
stunning silhouettes. Making a silhouette with a sunset couldn’t be simpler, at 
this point of day you'll find them everywhere! Once the sun has set the dusk 
or twilight colors can still glow with warmth. After the sun has disappeared 
carry on taking pictures using longer exposure times and you'll see the sky 
take on a dark blue tint which is very useful for atmospheric scenes.  
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Capturing the moment.. 
 
A photographer called Ansel Adams once said 
"Landscape photography is the supreme test of the 
photographer - and often the supreme disappointment." 
There's a lesson to be learnt here, a good photographer 
must have the discipline and self control to take the 
shot he wants, but also NOT to take shots he doesn't! 
Don’t be rail-roaded into taking second rate shots just because factors seem 
to turn against you. If you can’t get the shot you want because it starts to rain, 
take a walk, explore! Don't see the rain as a set back, see it as an opportunity 
to capture shots only possible when it's raining! Indeed every cloud does 
have a silver lining and digital landscape photography is no exception!  
 

 
Your equipment.. 

 
Last but not least your equipment is vital when out taking Digital Landscape 
Photography. Don't believe what you hear about needing to spend piles of 
cash on top-end equipment. Of course, if you know how to use it and have 
the means to buy it, all well and good. However you don’t need extremely 
expensive kit to take superb shots. There are however, some items that are 
crucial to effective and safe digital Landscape photography. A camera bag 
that is protective and sturdy is essential if you're walking over rugged cross 
country areas. The last thing you want is for the strap on your bag to break 
and empty the contents over the soaking wet, muddy ground. Believe me, it 
happens! 
  
 

A Tripod is another piece of equipment I would certainly 
recommend investing in if you're really interested 
Digital Landscape Photography. As previously 
mentioned, it doesn't have to cost the earth! As long as 
it's stable and fits your camera model correctly you'll be 
fine. (We discussed tripods earlier in this guide, so flick 

back through for advice buying a camera bag.) It really will prove invaluable in 
getting angles and exposures you couldn't achieve by holding the camera 
yourself.  Finally a lens cleaning cloth will come in handy on every occasion. 
Many people interested in digital landscape photography find themselves 
taking pictures in areas of high moisture, or places prone to light rain & mist, 
where your lens may become foggy.  
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Please don't try to wipe your lens with anything other than a specifically 
designed lens cleaning cloth! You could scratch the lens surface 
permanently! An alternative is to use protective filters that screw onto your 
lens providing an extra layer of protection. Both protective filters and cleaning 
cloths are widely available and are very cheap.  
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

So now we've discussed the important steps to great Digital Landscape 
Photography, go and try them for yourself! Carefully think about these 

techniques and how you can apply them when taking pictures. You'll be 
amazed at the results YOU can produce if you just remember these points.. 

 
 

• Location  - Plan the location for your shoot beforehand  
• Composition  - Think carefully about composition  
• Focal Point  - Find a Focal Point for your Pictures  
• Time of the Day  - Take note of the changes in light  
• Capture the Moment  - Wait for the right moment!  
• Equipment  - Make sure it’s appropriate and suitable  

 

 
 
 
 
 

����
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Taking Digital  Action Photography.. 
 

Sports photography has gone through a small evolution in the past 20 years 
as digital cameras became more popular. With the ability to take huge 
numbers of pictures, store them and share them over the internet, the cost of 
film and developing is no longer an issue. 

Although group photographs, portraits, celebrations, and vacations are still 
common images, sports photography now often captures more impromptu 
events. Photographs of fast moving action are more common as well as 
people are able to experiment to obtain the type of images they want without 
fear of "ruining" a shot that requires more skill to take. Capturing action 
photography can be challenging for a beginning photographer and requires 
quite a bit of practice to master. The following outlines a few pointers that can 
get the novice started off the right foot.  
 

Capturing a good shot. 
When trying to obtain shots of action, the photographer 
can use one of two approaches:  

• Follow subjects with the camera as they wait for 
action to happen.  

 
• Focus the camera on a particular spot where action is 
anticipated and wait for it to happen. An example would be 
focusing on the basketball goal or 1st base. When using 
this method it is often best to observe through the Optical 
Viewfinder and keep both eyes open so that it is easy to 
anticipate shots as action approaches.  

     Use the burst mode. 
Many digital cameras offer a Burst Mode which allows the user to capture a 
sequence of shots. The camera tends to set the focus and exposure on the 
first shot and then take remaining shots with these same settings. This allows 
the camera to take the shots in a more rapid sequence.  
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Reduce the lag time.  
Shutter lag is the delay between the time the shutter button is pressed and 
the time when the camera actually takes the picture. During this lag time the 
camera is setting the exposure and focus. Shutter lag is particularly 
problematic when trying to capture sports shots.  

• One way of decreasing shutter lag is to press the shutter button halfway 
down, hold it, and then press the button down completely when ready to take 
the shot. This process allows the camera to perform some of the focusing 
function prior to taking the shot thereby reducing the shutter lag time.  

• Latency is the time it takes the digital camera to 
write/store images before the next shot can be taken. 
To reduce latency, a photographer should use flash 
cards with fast write times. In some instances, a lower 
resolution setting can be used for the shot so that the 
camera has less information to process and store, but 
this technique of reducing latency must be used 
carefully as image quality can be compromised.  

 

Follow the action (known as "panning")  
Panning involves tracking the motion of the subject horizontally to capture the 
movement as it goes side to side. As the photographer moves in the same 
direction as the motion, a slow shutter speed is often used to allow the 
subject to be focused and the background to blur demonstrating the action 
that is occurring. Panning is not necessary for all action shots but is one 
method of demonstrating the movement while keeping the subject in focus. 
The process of panning involves the following:  

• Tracking is initiated prior to taking the shot.  

• The shot is taken by squeezing the shutter button to avoid any downward    
movement of the camera.  

• Tracking of the movement continues for 1-2 seconds after the shot is taken.  
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Action Shots, from all angles.  
However, staying parallel to the action generally produces the best 
demonstration of movement and allows the photographer to pan and keep up 
with the action if it’s desired.  

Remember shutter speed.  
A faster shutter speed generally freezes action to help eliminate blurring, 
however a somewhat slower shutter speed can better demonstrate 
movement by allowing some blurring of the arms, legs, and feet as the 
subject moves. The type of shot desired is what dictates the appropriate 
shutter speed to use. For example, to take a shot during a play would need a 
fast shutter speed to prevent blurring, yet a shot post touchdown after the 
action has slowed, would need a slower shutter speed.  

Practice, Practice, Practice!  
Beginners shots will initially perhaps will not meet their expectations, however 
sports photography is a hugely enjoyable and often rewarding past time! 
Practice is necessary and will require many shots to be taken, and many 
mistakes to be made. However, with the ability to delete your digital images, 
you’ll have plenty of opportunities to try again! Give it a go & see what you 
can do!  

 

����
����
����
����
����

����
����

����
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                   The quick way to better  

       Macro  Photography..  
�
�

If you’re looking for a quick & simple way to improve your macro photography, 
we have the answer! Rather than going home empty-handed on a dull day, 
use the diffused qualities of overcast natural light to illuminate close-up 
subjects. Macro photography is one photographic genre that benefits from the 
soft light and low contrast that dull grey weather conditions bring. Employing 
some simple tried and tested techniques will certainly improve your macro 
photography no end.       Try these simple steps… 

1. Search For Subjects .  Spend time looking for the perfect image. The 
obvious shot might be the entire waterfall, but look that little bit closer - and 
closer still -and you'll discover a new world of subjects without the need to 
explore elsewhere. Great subjects are all around us! 

2 Don’t use a Tripod.   Take your camera off the tripod and explore the 
shooting opportunities where you're working. Having found something you 
like, you can then use the tripod to achieve the composition you have in mind! 
This allows you to be more artistic with your approach.  

3 Polarising Filters.  Often there's no need to add a filter - it can lead to 
longer exposure times, but working with water, glare and contrast can be a 
problem, even under overcast skies. Experiment by making exposures with 
and without filters, you’ll be surprised at the difference it can make.  

4 Shoot parallel.   Make sure that you use adequate depth of field by 
selecting smaller apertures. Then ensure that you align your camera parallel 
to your subject, preventing out-of-focus areas in your image.  

5 Composition.   Try positioning the subject according to the Rule of Thirds. 
Experiment with both landscape and portrait format images in order to see 
what works, ultimately, this will be a matter of your choice!  
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Mastering ‘Fill-In’  Flash.. 
 
Sometimes, what seems like the simplest technique can be the hardest to get 
right. 'Fill In Flash' is commonly used when the subject is backlit and there's 
large exposure difference between the subject and the background. In order 
to expose an image evenly, a burst of flash can be used to balance things up, 
illuminating the subject against the brightly lit background. It's possible to use 
a pop-up flash for this technique, but you'll risk the dreaded ‘red-eye’ effect if 
you're shooting people, and the results can be quite harsh.  
 

Using a separate flashgun offers you several advantages. Firstly, it has a 
much larger and more controllable power output, which means that it can 
illuminate subjects that are more than a few meters away. Secondly, it can be 
more easily bounced and diffused by swivelling and pointing the head at a 
wall or similar surface, so the light is softened. You can also use a bracket to 
position the flashgun at the side of the camera. Off-camera use of a flash can 
produce a more natural-looking effect and be used extremely creatively!  

 

 

 

 

The ‘Red-eye’ effect occurs when reflected light from the back of the eye is captured on the 
cameras CCD. This usually happens when an in-camera flash is used, because it's positioned too 
close to the lens. The most effective way to avoid the dreaded red eye is to use an external Speed-
lite that's positioned away from your lens. Using your camera's hotshoe will give much better 
results. fixing it to a bracket by the side of your DSLR body, or using a camera using a cord, will 
give the best results, because the light won't have a straight path from the flash to the eye and 
straight back down the lens. However, this isn’t always possible, and not everybody has the money 
to go out and buy an external flash. So the next best thing is to use photo software to simply correct 
the problem. Almost all photo software will have this feature and it’s very simple to use! 
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The                                                  

‘Dodging & Burning                                    
Technique…  

����
Although this e-guide is for those of you just beginning in the field of Digital 
Photography, I felt to leave this technique completely unmentioned would be a 
travesty! It isn’t really a beginners technique as it requires a photo editing 
program, but it isn’t difficult to get the hang of either! Plus, the impact it can 
have on your images is well worth the effort! Ps don’t worry if you don’t have 
any software yet, we have a great program for you, totally free, later on. 
 
‘Dodging and Burning’ are essential techniques to finish off any black and 
white image, especially useful for atmospheric or moody images. This is a 
fantastic method of producing black and white Landscapes in particular. It’s a 
fairly simple technique that requires an image editing program like Photoshop, 
but most good editing programs have a ‘Dodging & Burning’ tool, which aren’t 
too difficult to use. In simple terms, dodging and burning is a process of 
improving the light (dodging) or dark (burning) areas of a black and white image 
(mono). You can apply this technique to pictures digital images taken in black 
and white, or to those taken in colour and converted to mono later.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It’s great for improving contrasts and producing striking areas within the picture, 
however it’s important to remember that although dodging and burning can be 
used to improve an image, it cannot work miracles, so your original image must 
be of a decent quality to begin with. We always suggest taking time to get the 
shot right when you take the snap. This will make any editing required much 
simpler and ultimately produce a better final result. 
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How is it done then? 
 
So how do we use the ‘Dodging & Burning’ technique? Firstly open your picture 
in a digital editing program and find the Dodging & Burning Tool. You might like 
to use the programs ‘auto contrast’ or ‘one click fix’ button first. This may just 
improve your image slightly before you start the dodging and burning. It’s 
normally a good idea to let the program balance your image first in this way.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you are able, it will be useful be to print a copy of your image first and mark 
the areas you want to enhance. A paper copy is easier to work with than the on 
screen version.  Mark the areas of the printed version that are highlights and 
shadow. When Dodging & Burning you are trying to increase the contrasts in 
the picture, so having lots of grey areas isn’t the desired effect. Also do not 
overkill the area selections. Choose a few areas you think could be improved, 
but be selective. Dodging & Burning should be very subtle so use no more 
than 6% opacity on the brush, and be sure to use lots of sweeping strokes to 
keep the effect even and blended. Using large brushes helps too, around 400 
to 500 diameter soft brushes are best.  
 
 
The opacity and brush settings are variable in all editing programs that allow 
dodging and burning, so don’t worry if your not sure what this means. You’ll 
spot them when you select the dodge and burn tool. Most importantly, 
remember to only ever ‘dodge’ highlights and only ever ‘burn’ mid-tones and 
shadows. If you try to burn highlights you’ll end up with a horrible dirty grey 
result, and dodging shadows and mid-tones only creates noise in images, 
neither of which looks good. 
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Using the subtle settings mentioned above, apply the Dodging & Burning tool 
to the image ONLY on the areas you previously chose on the paper copy. 
Please don’t get carried away with this as the final result will look harsh and 
artificial! Stick to the areas you chose and then once your done, print the 
image! Photo-paper and high quality printer settings will display your hard 
work best.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You may not notice too much difference, that is until you place your final print 
next to the original. You’ll be amazed at the improvement! Finally, this is a 
guide to standard ‘Dodging & Burning’ but as with every aspect of digital 
photography, experiment for your self! Try different images, try different 
opacities and try different brush types! The more you experiment and practice, 
the better you’ll become, and the better you’ll be at identifying areas of images 
that would benefit most from a little Dodging & Burning. Give it a try! 
 
 

����
����
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The FAQ’s of Digital photography..  
�

��� "I enjoy shooting digital Landscape photographs but  they 
often seem dull and lack a bit of punch" ��

Landscapes are great subjects as they can be everything from powerful and 
imposing to tranquil and serene. If you’re looking to capture great landscape 
images think about the time of day you’re shooting at as the effect of sunlight 
changes as the day progresses. Sunrise and sunset offer great opportunities 
to capture atmospheric landscapes. Also keep in mind where the shadows 
are falling. Try shooting with the sun behind you but slightly to one side.  

Try experimenting with angles as well, such as lay down on the floor to 
capture dynamic viewpoints. Also your camera settings play a huge part. The 
ISO setting essentially controls the light ‘temperature’. A neat trick is to flick 
your setting to ‘Cloudy’ even if it isn’t. This will warm up the images in your 
shots. It’s a great idea to buy a UV filter also. They only cost a few dollars and 
do a great job of filtering out UV light and keeping the image colors bright 
whilst also protecting you lens while you’re shooting outdoors!  

 
�

��� "What actually is ‘Resolution’?" ��

In a broad sense, resolution is the level of fine detail that can be distinguished 
in an image. For example if you were to look closely at an image and find you 
can make out the very fine details, the resolution is good. However if you’ve 
ever seen an image that is slightly ‘blocky’ in appearance or has blurry color, 
the image is said to have poor resolution. Resolution also controls the size at 
which an image can be printed without losing quality. A low resolution print 
will have poor detail and so will be no good for printing, whereas an image 
with a high resolution will have good detail, and therefore can be printed at a 
much larger size!  
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�� "How do I reduce glare off water or metal?" ��

Try a polarizing filter, also called a polarizer. If you have an SLR which uses 
phase detection for autofocus (most do), then you'll need to get a circular 
polarizer to avoid conflicts with your AF mechanism.  
 

�� "I’m looking to purchase a new Digital Camera, whic h one 
should I buy?" � 

We’re asked this almost daily! It’s impossible to give a ‘one answer fits all’ 
response as so many factors should be considered. How much experience 
with Digital Photography have you had? Do you want a camera for leisure or 
a professional purpose? Also your budget plays a huge part in deciding which 
camera to buy. You can find a short guide to what to look for, earlier in this 
guide or visit us here for the latest reviews.�

�
�

�� “In what format should I save my digital photos in order to 
store them?” �

The building blocks of your image warehouse are the actual file formats in 
which you save your images. There are two major formats: compressed and 
uncompressed. The advantage of uncompressed storage is that you can 
save a maximal amount of image-forming information. Compressed file 
formats get rid of some information to shrink the file size (thereby increasing a 
disk's storage capacity).  

We recommend saving all your work in progress images (equivalent to the 
negatives in film cameras) as TIF files. This way they will remain at maximal 
quality so you can create other versions for printing or e-mailing, and can 
save them in smaller, compressed files like JPGs. The advantage is that 
you'll always be able to recreate an effect or enhancement by starting with 
the original TIF file without losing image integrity.  

 

�

�

�

�
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�

�� “What's the difference between optical & digital zo om?”  

It's important to understand this difference, as you could be disappointed with 
the results if you get one rather than the other. Optical zoom works like the 
zoom on a traditional film camera. When you push the button to zoom in or 
out, physical lens elements move inside the camera, reducing the field of 
view and making the object you're shooting appear closer. Digital zoom, on 
the other hand, has no moving parts. The camera interpolates a small portion 
of an image to artificially restore the file to its original size. Using its electronic 
brain, the digital camera analyzes what it sees and digitally zooms in, usually 
two or three times closer.  

Unfortunately, digital zoom also reduces the resolution of an image, so your 
picture will tend to be more pixilated than the same image taken with an 
optical zoom camera. If you're just snapping an image to e-mail to a friend, 
this loss of resolution won't be so noticeable. But in situations where the 
highest quality counts, skip the digital zoom and use your PC's cropping tools 
to zero in on your subject.  

 

If you have any burning questions about digital photography, digital cameras 
or anything to do with the subject, we have a free ‘ask the expert’ service. 
Simply ask your question and an expert will send you a personal reply within 
a few days. Use the link above to visit the site. 

�
�
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Free Photo ����Editing ����Software.. ����
�
A Good Photo Editing Program is an essential ‘must have’ for digital 
photographers, that includes beginners too! As I’m sure you know, there’s a 
LOT of software out there and much of it is fantastic, However, you’ll see the 
price tags are often far from fantastic! 
 
We could discuss and recommend the top Photo Software Programs here, 
but unless you’re ready to spend your wage packet I doubt it’d be much use 
to you, so instead let’s talk about something much better - Photo Editing 
Software for FREE! And believe me, there’s some great software out there for 
nothing, absolutely nothing. Interesting eh? We thought we’d show you our 
Top 2 recommendations..  
 

What’s out there for free?  

 

 

Picasa is software that helps you instantly find, edit and share all the pictures 
on your PC. Every time you open Picasa, it automatically locates all your 
pictures (even ones you forgot you had) and sorts them into visual albums 
organized by date with folder names you will recognize. You can drag and 
drop to arrange your albums and make labels to create new groups. Picasa 
makes sure your pictures are always organized properly, easy to access, and 
creatively improved.  

Picasa also makes advanced editing simple by putting one-click fixes and 
powerful effects at your fingertips. And Picasa makes it a snap to share your 
pictures – you can email, print photos at home, make gift CDs, instantly share 
via Hello™, and even post pictures on your own blog or website quickly and 
easily.     10/10  

 

Click Here To Download Picasa FREE! 
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The GIMP developers are proud to release version 2.0 of the GIMP, the 
leading freely distributable program for photo retouching, image composition 
and image authoring. This release is a major event, marking the end of a 
three year development cycle by a group of volunteers and enthusiasts who 
have made this the most professional release of the GIMP ever. It is the first 
stable release that is officially supported not only on Unix-based operating 
systems, but also on Microsoft Windows and Macintosh OS X. 

For a free program this release has great features, comprehensive tools and 
although not as popular as Picasa, The GIMP editing software has a far 
greater range of image editing tools. 9/10 

 

Click Here To Download Gimp FREE! 

 

 

 

We hope you found this guide useful, interesting and encourages you to try a 
few new ideas in your digital photography. Check back regularly for up to date 

news, reviews, tips, tricks and tutorials! 

Best Regards 

Your-Digital-Photography.com 
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